FROM    SEA    TO    SKY

reach the limit of its development in regard to performance, yet
there was no sign at that time that air operations would extend
to spheres where enemy air opposition would' be encountered
demanding high performance.

No threat from the Continent was in sight, in fact there was
even tali of a future disarmament conference. Under the circum-
stances, increased reliability and extra load-carrying capacity
were considered as the main requirements for aircraft employed
in the various oversea commands on police work with no air
opposition. Naturally enough the Home Defence fighters and
bomber squadrons got the first supply of any new types in pro-
duction, but development, at this period, was very slow, and any
improvement in performance was usually due entirely to increase
in the power of the engine. For instance, the Gloster company,
within a period of ten years or so, produced in sequence the
Gamecock, Grebe, Gauntlet and Gladiator, all biplanes, and each
of them a slight improvement over the previous one, yet none of
them had a speed comparable with the Gloster Schneider Trophy
entry of 1927.

One of the branches in my equipment directorate dealt with
Messing and the supply of rations in bulk to certain oversea
commands. The Public Accounts Committee of the House of
Commons, in reviewing the list of items written off charge as
beyond repair, mostly consisting of crashed aircraft or engines,
noticed that rather a large quantity of cheese had been dumped
in the sea off Basra. Enquiries were made as to the reason for this
waste of the odd hundred pounds or so. It fell to my lot to attend
their meeting, and to explain, with all humility, that the officer
concerned with despatch had shipped the cheese a fortnight too
soon, and that the Red Sea and Persian Gulf had been too much
for it. The loss of a comparatively small quantity of cheese was to
be deprecated, but the saving of thousands by careful provisioning
or salvage of aircraft passed unnoticed.

My four years as Director of Equipment came to an end in
March 1928 and I became Chief Staff Officer to Air Vice-Marshal
Charles Longcroft at Inland Area Headquarters, Bentley Priory,
Staiimore.

I had thoroughly enjoyed my long spell at the Air Ministry,
for the work had been really interesting and pleasant under my
immediate chiefs, Sir Geoffrey S<0mond and, later, Sir John
Higglns, I also had many dealings with the Chief of the Air Staff,
Sir Hngh Trenchard, who was intimately concerned not only with